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SUBJECT: SOVIET MARITIME OFFICIAL SAYS USSR PREPARED TO 
FOREGO LOWER RATES 

1 . DURING MAY 25 LUNCHEON CONVERSATION IGOR AVERIN, CHIEF 
OF FOREIGN RELATIONS FOR SOVIET MINISTRY OF THE MARITIME 
FLEET, COMPLAINED ABOUT WESTERN REACTION TO PROPOSALS 
THAT SOVIETS JOIN ATLANTIC CONFERENCES. HE CONTENDED 
THAT BALTIC STEAMSHIP COMPANY HAD BEEN PREPARED TO JOIN 
CONFERENCE IN 1976, ON STIPULATION THAT IT WOULD NEED 

TEN PERCENT RATE DISCOUNT FOR ONLY TWO YEARS, AND THAT 
NOW IN 1978, TRUE TO ITS WORD, IT WAS PREPARED TO JOIN 
CONFERENCE WITHOUT ANY RATE DISCOUNT. AVERIN ASSERTED 
THAT CONFERENCE IS UNWILLING TO ACCEPT SOVIET PROPOSAL, 
HOWEVER, OUT OF DEFERENCE TO FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION. 
FURTHER, HE CONTENDED, FMC WANTS TO KEEP SOVIETS OUT OF 
CONFERENCES UNTIL RESTRICTIVE CONGRESSIONAL LEGISLATION 
HAS BEEN ADOPTED. 

2. COMMENT: WHILE WE DOUBT THAT AVERIN IS GIVING US THE 
FULL OR STRAIGHT STORY ON THE WILLINGNESS OF THE SOVIET 
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LINES TO ACCEPT CONFERENCE RATES, WITHOUT DISCOUNT, WE 
WONDER IF SUCH AN OFFER HAS BEEN COMMUNICATED THROUGH 
MARITIME CHANNELS AND, IF SO, WHAT THE REACTION HAS BEEN 
MATLOCK 
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